BEAULIEU & THE RUFUS

STONE

The New Forest, the creation of William the Conqueror, is
peculiarly associated with the Norman and Angevin Kings
who delighted to take their sport there and who preserved that
sport by ferocious Forest Laws. The superstitious saw in the
fact that three members of the Royal I louse met their deaths
in the Forest, a fitting judgment on the cruelty and injustice in
which it had its beginning* William I had ' loved the tall deer
as a father' and William Rufus had to the full his father's
passion for hunting. The familiar story of his death, which is
commemorated by a stone in the New Forest near Ringwood, is
told by medieval historians in various forms. The generally
accepted version is that on Lammas Day, mo, William II,
who had spent the previous night in revelry at Malwood
Castle, went hunting with his court in the Forest To*
wards sunset he was killed by an arrow, shot by Sir Walter
Tyrell at a stag, which glanced off an oak tree and struck
the King* Tyrdi without any delay escaped to Nor-
mandy, various places such as TyrelPs Ford across the
Avon marking the route of his flight* in later years, Tyrell
took a solemn oath that he had not been in the same part of
the Forest as the King on the fatal occasion, but the fact
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